
Board of Directors 
Grow Smart Rhode Island’s Board of Directors is one of the most diverse and influential 
collections of community leaders assembled in Rhode Island. Our current Board includes 
business leaders, college and university presidents, heads of urban revitalization 
organizations, transportation experts, the religious community, the farming sector, 
environmentalists, historic preservationists, non-profit housing developers, realtors and 
builders. The high profile and broad contacts of our Board are a major asset in promoting 
our vision and policy agenda to decision makers and active citizens throughout the state.  

 

NAME  TITLE ORGANIZATION 

Michael F. Ryan Exec. Vice President Narragansett Electric Company  
   Chairman of the Board Grow Smart Rhode Island 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Susan Arnold  CEO & General Counsel Rhode Island Association of Realtors 

William Baldwin President Baldwin Corporation 

S. James Busam Vice President Fluor Northeast 

Joseph Caffey  President Omni Development Corporation 

Robert L. Carothers President University of Rhode Island 

Arnold Chace  President Cornish Associates 

Jen Cookke  President F. H. French Co., Inc. 

Trudy Coxe  Chief Executive Officer The Pres. Society of Newport County 
  
Peter Damon President The Damon Company 

Louise Durfee  Managing Partner Brown, Rudnick, Freed & Gesmer 

Stephen J. Farrell Chief Operating Officer United Healthcare of New England 

Thomas E. Freeman Director, Risk Management Fleet National Bank 

J. Joseph Garrahy President J. Joseph Garrahy and Associates 

John R. Gowell, Jr. Partner Burns and Levinson 

Stephen Hamblett Former Chairman of the Board Providence Journal Company 

Robert Harding  Independent Consultant  



Michael S. Hudner Chief Executive officer B&H Shipping Company 

Stanley J. Kanter Attorney at Law Adler Pollock & Sheehan, P.C. 

Howard Kilguss President and CEO Excell Manufacturing Company 

Thomas A. Lawson Senior Vice President FM Global Research & Approvals  

Dennis Langley Executive Director Urban League of Rhode Island 

James Leach  Chairman and CEO Leach Family Holdings, Inc. 

Frederick Lippitt Chairman Providence Plan 

Roger Mandle  President R.I. School of Design 

Rev.  James C. Miller Minister  First Baptist Church in America 

Thomas V. Moses Managing Partner Moses & Afonso, Ltd. 

George H. Nee  Secretary/Treasurer RI AFL/CIO 

B. Michael Rauh, Jr. Sr. Vice. Pres., Retail Banking Washington trust Company 

Gary Sasse  Executive Director R.I. Public Expenditure Council 

Richard Schartner Owner Schartner Farms 

Deming Sherman Partner Edwards and Angell 

Merrill Sherman President and CEO Bank Rhode Island 

Curt Spalding  Executive Director Save The Bay 

James F. Twaddell Partner Schneider Securities, Inc. 

Ranne P. Warner President Ranne P. Warner & Co. 

Sandra Whitehouse Environmental Consultant 

Frederick C. Williamson Chair Rhode Island Historical Preservation  
  and Heritage Commission 
 
W. Edward Wood Independent Consultant 
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